[image: image1.jpg]


The Conference of Young Alaskans 2012

c/o The Institute of the North

509 West Third Ave., Suite 107

Anchorage, AK 99501 

August 2011

In an increasingly busy Arctic, Alaska has an important role in national and international decision-making. As a young Alaska, your voice is needed to define our state’s place in this dialogue. The Conference of Young Alaskans’ theme of North IS the Future asks 55 Alaskans between the ages of 16 and 25 to consider “Our Role in Alaska; Alaska’s Role in the World.” Applications are now being accepted!
Over the course of four days, delegates to COYA will address critical issues facing the state, learn more about Alaska’s history, and work toward a strategic plan for ensuring future success. COYA is Alaska’s premier forum for engaging young Alaskans and celebrating what it means to be Alaskan. The Conference will be aired live by 360 North.
The conference – held in Juneau from January 4 to 7, 2012 – draws delegates from across the state to consider the challenges facing Alaska and her people. Framed by historic and current lessons, young leaders apply their knowledge and creativity to visions, goals, and proposed actions for the state and its people. Representing a diverse array of communities, delegates produce a final document, which represents the consensus of the group. 
COYA delegates represent the voice of Alaska’s next generation of leaders, demonstrating the potential and possibility of Alaskans putting aside their differences to work together for the common good. Delegates are drawn from high school, college, and work environments to participate in COYA. 

We invite you to apply by October 16th, 2011 to be considered for selection as a delegate. This is a highly competitive process and the application will provide you with an opportunity to demonstrate your commitment to community and state as well as your vision for Alaska’s future. 
To learn more about the Conference of Young Alaskans you can visit www.youngalaskans.org or contact us at coya@institutenorth.org. Feel free to call Karlin Itchoak at (907) 771-2443 if you have any questions. 

Sincerely,

Conference of Young Alaskans Steering Committee 










Steering Committee members:
Terin Porter, Fairbanks * Galen Pospisil, Anchorage * Kristine Hilderbrand, Barrow * Weston Eiler, Juneau 

Ottar Mobley, Thorne Bay * Sophie Wiepking-Brown, Anchorage * Dani Carlson, Anchorage 

Theresa Woldstad, North Pole * Joseph Kelly, Thorne Bay * Courtney Enright, Ketchikan


